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dkelly@nationalpost.com
December 19, 2007

Dear Ms. Soupcoff and Messrs. Levant and Kelly:

Re: Censorship in the name of ‘Human Rights’

www.nationalpost.com/most_popular/story.html?id=175234 

I write to express my profound concern and dismay about the unprovoked attack on me contained in the column listed above by Mr. Levant published on the National Post’s website on Monday, December 17, 2007.  It is unclear to me as yet whether the column was also published in the hard copy version of the Post.  I must say that Mr. Levant's attack was a bit of a blindside considering the lump sum of our contact is that we've emailed once before amiably and that separately I politely declined an interview with one of the Western Standard's writers a few years ago.

 

The column makes a clear allegation that the complaint by the Canadian Islamic Congress is vexatious, describes Mr. Mohamed Elmasry as part of a group of radicals who don’t understand Canadian values, and that he has previously declared that crimes against humanity/war crimes against Israeli civilians would be acceptable.  It then goes on to state that most human rights complaints are not about real rights, and to infer that the human rights complaints that I’ve filed are using the human rights system against freedom of speech, are part of the censoring of debates, and part of an agenda of censorship.  

Based on erroneous statistics that could have been disproved by a simple call to the Canadian Human Rights Commission, it then implies that I am abusing human rights law for the purpose of financial gain, that I have only filed complaints against “small oddball bloggers who can’t fight back” and that the cases I’ve won constitute terrifying precedents.  In addition to his above descriptions, Mr. Levant also states that Mr. Elmasry is an “apologist for Islamo-fascism.”  By putting the descriptor anti-racist in quotation marks when describing me, Mr. Levant again directly questions my true motives in pursuing my human rights work and implies that I am not, in fact, an anti-racist.  

Given Mr. Levant’s descriptions of Mr. Elmasry, his decision to state that I am identical to Mr. Elmasry, that I am an illiberal censor, and that I am abusing the legal system to undermine Western traditions of freedoms is extremely troubling to me.  I am further taken aback by the decision of the National Post to change the subtitle of the article to now suggest that human rights tribunals are being used as part of a “politically correct shakedown racket” unconnected to racism or discrimination.  Given the prominence of my cases in the story, I think that the average reader would understand this to also refer to my successful complaints and efforts.  

I believe that all of the above allegations against me by Mr. Levant are untrue, unjustified, and do violence to my personal and professional reputation.  I would ask that these unfounded allegations against me be removed immediately from the National Post website and that an apology and full and fair retraction be posted in their stead.  If this column was also published in the hard copy version of the National Post I would also request that this be done as soon as possible there as well with as much prominence as the original publication.

I would note that allegations that my human rights work constitutes censorship or somehow an abuse of the legal system formed part of a libel decision rendered on November 23, 2007 by the Ontario Superior Court upholding my claim and resulting in $30,000 in damages plus costs.  I would refer you to Justice Metivier’s decision available on the website of my counsel in the case at: www.nelligan.ca/e/PDF/Warman_Court_Decision.pdf 

If I could have your response as soon as possible that would be greatly appreciated.

 

Sincerely,

Richard Warman

Barrister and Solicitor

Email: richardwarman@yahoo.ca 
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